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86 75 45 59
3657 

Countries supported in their 
efforts to counter human 
trafficking and migrant 
smuggling 

People trained to prevent and 
prosecute cases of human 
trafficking and migrant smuggling 
and protect the people affected 
by these crimes 

Countries provided with 
assistance in the 
drafting, updating and 
review of legislation 

Tools and publications 
developed and 
distributed worldwide 

Cases of human 
trafficking and migrant 
smuggling analysed for 
inclusion in the case 
law databases

Technical cooperation 
activities implemented with 
Member States  

Events attended as expert 
speakers in the fields of 
human trafficking and 
migrant smuggling   

Events organized  

and attended by 

participants
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John Cotton Richmond,
Marcelo Colombo, 

Joining Forces
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Jelena Hrnjak,
Programme Manager, 

Anti-Human Trafficking NGO, 
ATINA, Serbia

Former Ambassador-at-Large, Office to Monitor and 
Combat Trafficking in Persons, U.S. 

Civil and Political Rights Officer, 
Human Rights Commission, Malawi 

Chifundo Shyreen Harawa
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Federal Public Prosecutor, Head of the 
Specialized Anti- trafficking Unit, Argentina 
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Jonathan Prentice,
Lead for the Project on Financial Flows 

from Human Trafficking, German 
Anti-Financial Crime Alliance 

Frank Haberstroh,
Umme Wara

Assistant Professor Department of Criminology, 
University of Dhaka, Bangladesh 
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Marcela Loaiza, 
Trafficking survivor, author and 

activist, Colombia 
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��Head of Secretariat, United Nations 

Network on Migration
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Interview with Amina Oufroukhi, Judge, Morocco 
Chairperson of the 2020 Working Group on 
Trafficking in Persons 

          Anniversary 
of the UN Protocol on 
Trafficking in Persons 

20th 

The Protocol is of paramount importance within the 
framework of combatting trafficking in persons globally. 
It serves as an instrument to mobilize all countries to 
combat this crime. It is a key reference document for the 
development of the anti-human trafficking strategies 
used by the countries that have ratified the Protocol, both 
in the legislative sphere and when handling cases of 
trafficking in persons in accordance with the international 
standards adopted in the Protocol. 

How important is the Trafficking in 
Persons Protocol to your work?

Morocco’s ratification of the Protocol in 2011 served as a 
real starting point in raising awareness of the magnitude 
of this crime and the type of risks associated with it. It has 
also paved the way for national, institutional, and 
legislative efforts to combat trafficking in persons. In 
addition, this ratification provided the opportunity to 
make effective use of public criminal law to prevent 
impunity of traffickers and provide protection for victims. 
It has also motivated learning about the best practices on 
the international level and their use as guidance on the 
national level.

What would the situation be like 
in your country if you had not 
ratified the Protocol?

The challenges are multiple. We observe the increase in 
criminal networks trafficking in persons and the increase in 
their profits, and in contrast, the shortage and inconsistency 
of judicial judgements in condemning this crime worldwide. 
The key to successful strategies in combatting human 
trafficking is the victim. Efforts need to be intensified to 
overcome the obstacles of identifying victims and 
encouraging them to report cases of trafficking in persons. 
More effort is needed to build trust between them and 
official institutions, as well as reinforcing means of 
protection, assistance and integration. 

Which steps are necessary to ensure 
the future success of the Protocol?



Interview with Francesco Testa, Public Prosecutor, Italy 
Chairperson of the 2020 Working Group on the 
Smuggling of Migrants  

Interview with Francesco Testa, Public Prosecutor, Italy 

          Anniversary of 
the UN Protocol against 
Smuggling of Migrants 

20th 

During fourteen years as a prosecutor in Catania, Sicily I 
handled cases of organized crime and migrant smuggling 
in the Mediterranean Sea. The Protocol is essential to the 
work of prosecutors and law enforcement agencies in 
investigating and prosecuting such forms of crime. It 
represents the most useful legal basis for requesting and 
providing mutual legal assistance and international 
cooperation worldwide. Its complete implementation is 
essential for judicial authorities and institutions involved in 
migrant smuggling. 

How important is the UN Protocol 
against Smuggling of Migrants to 
your work?

Judicial authorities in countries that have ratified the 
Protocol may request from or provide international 
cooperation to other ratifying countries when dealing 
with cases covered by the Protocol. Given the 
transnational nature of smuggling of migrants, 
non-ratification by States may hamper successful 
investigations and contribute to the impunity of 
criminals engaged in such activities. Most of the judicial 
assistance provided and received in recent years in Italy 
in this area has been made under the umbrella of the 
Protocol.

What would the situation be like 
in your country if you had not 
ratified the Protocol?

The success of the Protocol is closely related to the level of 
ratification and to the level of awareness of its importance 
among the officials who use it in each country. After twenty 
years, in my opinion, the Protocol has now reached a 
satisfactory rate of success. The international community is 
increasingly recognizing its importance and relevance to 
combat transnational organized crime, but we need to see 
more effort in terms of concrete implementation.

How do you rate the success of the 
Protocol over the past twenty years?





Our Donors
Human trafficking and migrant smuggling are global, widespread and lucrative crimes that reduce people to commodities. Our goal is to 
ensure that countries are properly equipped to respond to these crimes, protect and assist the people who are exploited or abused, and secure 
convictions of the perpetrators. This work would not be possible without the generous support of our donors who share our goal and 
continued to invest in us during 2020.

European Union






